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SUBJECT THE CANCELLATION OF THE MOBUTU VISIT TO LAGOS 
REF: A) LAGOS 7318 B) LAGOS 6795 

1 . EMBASSY OFFIER SPOKE WITH ZAIRE COUNSELOR KAMINA ON 
JUNE 14 CONCERNING THE CANCELLATION OF PRESIDENT MOBUTU'S 
VISIT TO LAGOS. KAMINA SAID THAT HE HAD INFORMED MEA ON 
JUNE 6 THAT MOBUTU WANTED TO POSTPONE THE VISIT FOR "TWO 
OR THREE MONTHS." ACCORDING TO KAMINA, MOBUTU IS "TOO 
BUSY" IN ZAIRE, PARTICULARLY TRAVELLING TO SHABA EVERY 
FEW DAYS, TO COME TO LAGOS NOW. 

2. ASKED WHETHER NIGERIA'S ATTITUDE ON THE SHABA SITUATION 
OR ADVERSE PRESS COMMENT HERE CONTRIBUTED TO THE DECISION, 

KAMINA LAUGHED AND SAID HE THOUGHT NOT. "WE ARE WLL 
AWARE OF NIGERIA'S ATTITUDE AND HAVE BEEN FOR A LONG TIME." 

TO THE CONTRARY, KAMINA HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT BOTH 
LEADERS WERE ANXIOUS TO DISCUSS MATTERS. AT THE MEETING 
WITH THE ZAIRE SPECIAL ENVOY (REF B), ACCORDING TO 
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KAMINA, OBASANJO MADE A POINT OF SAYING HE WANTED TO 
TALK TO "MY BROTHER" ABOUT SHABA AND EXPRESSED 
"SURPRISE" ABOUT THE OUTBREAK OF FIGHTING BECAUSE THE 
NIGERIANS HAD DISCUSSED THE ANGOLA-ZAIRE SITUTION WITH 
PRESIDENT NETO WHEN HE VISITED LAGOS IN JANUARY AND 
NETO HAD ASSURED THEM THAT THINGS WERE GOING BETTER. 
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3. ASKED WHETHER NIGERIA WOULD PLAY A MEDIATING ROLE 
BETWEEN ZAIRE AND ANGOLA, KAMINA SAID THAT OBASANJO HAD 
OFFERED HIS ' GOOD OFFICES " DURING THE MEETING WITH THE 
SPECIAL ENVOY, BUT NOTHING WAS BEING DONE AT THE PRESENT 
TIME. THAT COULD HAVE BEEN A SUBJECT FOR DISCUSSION 

IF MOBUTU HAD COME TO LAGOS. 

4. COMMENT: WE WOULD BE INCLINED TO ACCEPT 
KAMINA'S EXPLANATION THAT THE VISIT WAS POSTPONED 
PRIMARILY BECAUSE OF MOBUTU'S BUSY SCHEDULE AT HOME 
RATHER THAN OUT OF PIQUE OVER NIGERIA’S ATTITUDE ON THE 
PROBLEM. NEVERTHELESS, MOBUTU COULD HARDLY HAVE LOOKED 
FORWARD TO A MEETING WITH OBASANJO WHERE HE COULD EXPECT 
A STERN FATHERLY LECTURE WITH LITTLE TANGIBLE POLITICAL 
BENEFIT. END COMMENT. 

WYMAN 
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